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O 
N JUNE 23, 2008 SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE 
ROBERT GATES A N-
NOUNCED that Presi-

dent Bush had nominated Lt. Gen. 
Ann E. Dunwoody for appointment 
to the grade of general and assign-
ment as commander, Army Materiel 
Command. This historic ap-
pointment was confirmed by the 
Senate on July 23rd. 

Gen. Dunwoody, 55, was born at 
Fort Belvoir, Va. and grew up on 
Army posts around the world. 
Her family has a long tradition 
of military service going back to 
colonial times. Her father, re-
tired Brig. Gen. Harold Dun-
woody (USMA class of 1944), is a 
veteran of World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam. Her brother, Har-
old Dunwoody, Jr. is also a West 
Point graduate (class of 1970); 
her older sister was one of the 
Armyôs first helicopter pilots; 
and, a niece is an Air Force 
fighter pilot.  

A 1975 graduate of the State Univer-
sity of New York at Cortland, she was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
the same year. After attending the 
WAC officer orientation course at 
Fort McClellan, Ala., she attended 
Quartermaster Corps (QM) officer 
basic. Her assignments include a 
variety of staff and command posi-
tions from the platoon level up. She 
commanded a maintenance com-
pany, served as adjutant for a mili-
tary community, was the QM branch 
assignment officer, and served as 
division property book officer.  

Gen. Dunwoody is a graduate of the 
Command and General Staff College, 
the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces, and holds two masterôs de-

grees. Her most recent position, be-
fore her appointment as the AMC 
deputy commander, was as the Army 
deputy chief of staff, G-4. She will 
replace Gen. Benjamin Griffin, who 
has commanded AMC since late 
2004. A change of command date 
was not available at press time. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Anna Mae Hays, 
first U.S. woman general, was enthu-
siastic on hearing of Dunwoodyôs 
selection. She wrote, ñéthis nomina-
tion is a great step forward for all 
Army women. It recognizes not only 
her distinguished leadership but also 
the magnificent contributions of 
women soldiers to the total fighting 
force.ò  

Retired Gen. Mary E. Clarke, the first 
Army woman promoted to major 
general, wrote, ñGen. Dunwoody is 
and will be an inspiration to our 
thousands of Army women, and 
women of our sister services, 
throughout the world.  They know 
that love of country, dedication to 
duty, and qualifications will enable 
them to aspire to attaining that 
óunreachable starô.ò 

The nomination and confirmation of 
Gen. Dunwoodyôs appointment are 
testimony to her exceptional per-
formance of duty and to the expecta-
tions of her potential for even greater 
service. The fact that she had the 
opportunity for selection illustrates 
dramatic changes in the position of 
women in the U.S. armed forces.  
While womenôs Army service can be 
traced from the Revolutionary War, 
when General Washington com-
plained about the shortage of nurses, 
it is only in the current conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq that women 
have been involved active combat.   

Until 1967 women in the military 
could aspire no higher than colonel 
(or Navy captain), and then only one 
woman at a time could serve in that 
rank for each branch. A crucial 
change came Nov. 8, 1967 when 
President Lyndon Johnson signed 
public law 90 -130 in a colorful cere-
mony at the White House. Music was 
provided by the 14th Army Band 

Gen. Dunwoody Selected for Fourth Star  

(Please turn to Dunwoody , page 7.)  

Gen. Griffin and Lt. Gen. Dunwoody, during the playing of the 
National Anthem at the AMC ceremony to welcome Dunwoody 
as Deputy Commander, June 17, 2008 (Credit: U.S. Army) 


